THE OFFICIAL HOUSEHOLD

having about him these men of the past, who brought
Mm so near to the great Emperor, whom he eould
recall only vaguely. It was most touching to hear
the Emperor question such men as the Count about
the smallest details of the looks, doings, and
thoughts of Napoleon I. The Emperor did this so
constantly and during such a long series of years,
that in the end, he had in his own mind so clear a
picture of the time and the great actors on the scene,
with Napoleon in the foreground, that he finally felt
himself of the circle. Perhaps no person in France
who belonged to the generation which immediately
followed the "grand era" was so imbued with its
life and spirit as was Napoleon III, and the Pagerie
family contributed not a little to bring this about.
Hence it is that the Empress always had a peculiar
fondness for these relatives, for such they were.

Every day Oomte de la Pagerie would come to
take the Empress's "orders," though in reality his
functions were purely honorary. He and the Coun-
tess lived in the Pavilion de Marsan in the Tuileries
palace. The Count suffered considerably from gout
and was not seen much except when on duty. The
Countess also lived a somewhat retired life, though
her drawing-room was open to a large number of
intimate friends. It was a sort of little German
court right in the heart of Paris. Her immediate
circle always addressed her as Durchlaucht, or Se-
rene Highness, which had a delightful odor from
the other side of the Ehine. The two daughters who
lived with their mother and father gave a still fur-
ther Teutonic touch to this home-circle. The first
bore the thoroughly Germanic name of Comtesse
Waldner-Freundstein, and the second, Comtesse
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